
KOfficeStart
upPanel.ThisdocumentistodescribemysuggestionforKOfficeStar&uppanellookandfeel.1.Preface,orwhyanend:userwouldchoosenottouseKOffice.PictureifyouwillacoldwintermorningsometimeinmidDecember.It'salmostChristmastimeandeveryoneisontheedgewithamillionlittlehopesandcares.AndsoisMario.Now,Marioajustaregularstudentataregularcollegeand,asyoucouldeasilyguess,isalwayslate.Itsohappensthattodayisnotanexception.ThelectureMariointendedstoattendtodayhasalreadystartedsome5minutesago.Poorguyisontherun.Alltiredandsweatyhedashesrightintothelectureroomand,afterafewsecondsofdesperatesearchforanemptyseat,finallylandshimselfonavacantchairbyanemptydesk.Oneshouldrememberhowever,thattheaforementionedlecturehasnotexactlybeenwaitingaroundforourMariotosettledownandthereforeisalready15minutesaheadofhim.Thereisnotimetoloose!MarioquicklyfetcheshistrustyLinuxpoweredlaptopandanxiouslyhitspowerbutton.TheclassyKDEdesktopunravelsbeforethenervousstudentinallit'scompositegloryandsitsreadily,awaitingforit'sowner'sactions.Anditisnowthatourherohastwochoices&startOpenOffice,orKWord...Whichevershouldhechoose?Alas,thetimedoesneverstandstillanditallgoesdowntothespeedafterall.MarioknowsthatshouldhechooseOpenOfficehewillhavetowaitafewsecondsbeforetheingeniousapplication,all254MBofittobeprecise,isfullyloadedbeforehecanstarttakingnotes.KOffice,ontheotherhand,willtakeafractionofthattimetostart.However,KOfficewillnotletMariotakenotesonceit'sloaded.Instead,ourexhaustedfriendwillbepresentedwithquiteanuglystart&upscreenwhichhewillhavetofindhiswayaroundbeforeheisgraciouslyallowedtodojustwhathewantedtodowhenhestartedtheapplication[whichis&nomore,noless&takethelecturenotes.Finally,thechoiceismadeandOpenOfficeisaclearwinnerhere.Thisfableclearlydemonstratesjusthoweasilyagreatpeaceofsoftwarecanbecompletelyovershadowedbyonlyonesmallpartofit.Ofcourse,Ihavegoneintoextremestryingtoshowmypointandyouarefreeandwelcometodisagreewithmeinpart,orcompletelyhere.Ishouldclosethisprefacebysayingthatthedescriptionofastart&upscreenIprovidethereinisneitherperfect,norabsolute.Therecouldbeandmostcertainlyarebetterwaystoaccomplishthiscrucialtask.So,pleasedonotfacemeinarmshereasImerelyamtryingtodeliverthefruitofmyownmindandimaginationwhichmay,ormaynotmeetwiththatofyourown.2.Overallpaneldescription Page1of6



BeforeIbeginIwouldliketodrawyourattentiontowardsanillustration[Image1.]locatedonthePage2.ThisimagewillaidmeinmyattempttodescribethepanelIhaveenvisioned.Pleasedisregardtheoverallwidgetstyle.IamperfectlyawarethatitisnotOxygen.However,theintentofthisdocumentwasnottoportraythestyle,butrathertodescribethewidgetlayout.
2.1.Start	updialog,it'ssizeandpositioning.2.1.1.DialogDescription
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Inmyhumbleopinionitisveryimportanttolettheuserdowhathe/shewantstorightfromthestart.Therefore,Istronglyopposethe'ChooseFirst'approachtakenforthecurrentKOffice.Mylittlelyricalexampleplacedintothe'Preface'ofthisdocumentillustratesjustacaselikethat.Theapplicationisneededquicklyandwithoutadelay.Mysuggestionhereistostarttherequestedapplicationwiththe'Default'documentreadilyopenedandavailableforusertomodify.However,Itoocanseestrongadvantagesbehindthe'ChooseFirst'approach.Idonotthinkithastobediscarded.Irathersuggesttoalteritissuchawaythatitbecomesfriendlyandnonintrusive.This,Ithink,couldbeaccomplishedwithawidgetofsort.Asyoucanseeontheillustrationonpage2thepanelmarked(1)issuchawidget.RegardlessofwhethertheuserhasstartedKWord,KPresenter,KSpread,KRita,Kexy,oranyotherpartofKOffice,itcouldstartupclean,using'Default'documentanddisplaythispanelforusertomaketheirchoice.2.1.2.DialogSizeandPositionAsIalreadymentionedintheparagraphabovethispanelIdreamedupismeanttotobe'friendlyandnonintrusive'.ToaccomplishthisIlocateditattheverybottomoftheapplicationandthoughtitwouldoccupyapproximately1/3to½oftheapplicationscreen.Whyatthebottom?&Simple!Bothleftandtoppositioningwouldcoverupthethemainapplicationspacewherethe'real'actionis.Thisinturn,wouldscareuserintomakinganunnecessarychoiceandwaistinghis/heretime.Rightside,howeverisfine,butplacingthepanelontherightwouldmakeitcontentlookcrammedanddisallowforbettervisibilityofinterfaceelements.Theonlyacceptablechoicehereisthereforeisbottom.2.2.DocumentPreviewandandChoosePart.Now,thatIhavedescribedthedialogitselfletmeelaborateabitonthemostimportantpartofit&theactualdocumentviewandchoicewindow.Youcaneasilyfindthiswindowontheillustrationunderthenumberof(2).Thiswindowistodisplaythedocumenttemplatesaswellasalistof'Recent'documentsandthereforeastrong'preview'functionalityisa'must'.HereIsuggesttouse'Dolphin'partifpossibleasthiswindowisreallymorelikeafilebrowserthenanythingelse.Theuseof'Dolphin'partwouldalsoguarantyreadinessofdocumentpreviewsaswellascleaninterface.Now,notbeingmuchofaprogrammermyselfIdon'tknowjusthowpossibleitis.So,pleaseexcusemyuninformedopinionifI'mwronghere.2.3.TheCategoryTabsThefinalpartofmypanelismarked(3)ontheillustrationandisasetoftabsusedtochoosethetemplatecategory.Theyareasfollows: Page3of6



1.FirstTab&RecentDocuments2.SecondTab&Letters,labelsandFaxes(allthathastodowithcommunication)3.ThirdTab&etc.4....Pleasenotethatthemainideaofthislistisnottotellyouhowthetemplatesshouldbeorganized.Thistopiccallsforatotallydifferentkindofcriticalthinkingandbrainstormingandisnotcoveredunderthisshortessay.Theideahereisthe'1.FirstTab&RecentDocuments'.Thenanynumberofanyothertabsmightfollow.Letmeexplain.&Moreoftenthatnotwheneveruserisnotwillingtostartanewdocument,he/sheintendstocontinueunfinishedworkonanoldone.Toaidtheuser,panelshouldrightawayprovidehim/herwithalistofrecentdocumentstochoosefrom.Iwouldsuggestsortingthembydate&newest&first,butthenagain,it'sonlyasuggestion.Atthispointyoumayalreadywonder&'Wheredoes'default'templategothen?'Theansweris&itdoesnotgoanywhere.Theapplicationisalreadystartedwithablank/'default'documentopen.Ireallydon'tseewhythisoffershouldbegiventwice.3.WorkFlowChartandStep:by:StepWalkthroughTohelpmeillustratethiswalkthroughbetterIhavedesignedaworkflowchart.Forthepurposeofthisdocumentitwillbereferredtoas'Diagram1'.YoucanviewitonthePage4.[PleaseforgivememylimitedknowledgeofUML.IhavemadethechartthebestIcould.Unfortunatelyheremyexpertiseisratherlimited,soyouwillhavetobearwithme.]Page4of6
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Schematicallythisdiagramcanbebrokenintothreeparts:1.Start&uppartwhichincludesshapes:0,1,1.1,and1.22.Gopartincluding:2,3,3.2,and43.AndEndpart with: 3.1, 5,and63.1.Start	uppartOncetheapplicationstartsthequestionweshouldaskis&'Isthereadocumentbeingopened?'(Thisisdepictedbytheshapes:[0.KOfficeappstart],and[1.Isdocumentopened?].)Ofcoursethisisnotthequestionforauser,butraterfortheapplicationitself.Itisansweredpositivelyifapplicationisstartedwithanargumentandnegativelyothervise.Iftheansweris[Yes]werightawaygotoshape[6.Continueregulardocumentoperations].Thepanelisnotopenedhere.Theuserisundisturbedandhappy.Shapes&[1.1Yes&OpenDocument],[6.Continueregulardocumentoperations].Iftheanswerin[No]thenablankdocument,basedon'default'template,iscreated&shape[1.2No,createblankdocument]3.2.GoPartAtthispointthepanelappearsatthebottompartofthescreencoveringabottom(unused)partofthedocument.Shape[2.Showstartuppanel].Thenextquestionwesoulaskis&'Doestheuserwanttousethepanel?'(Shape[3.Usepanel?])Iftheansweris[Yes],meaningthatuseractuallygoestothepanelanddoessomething(switchestabs,scrollstherecentdocumentlist),thenthepanelstaysinplace(maybeevenbecomeslargertoallowforbetterview)andlet'susermakehis/herchoice.Shape[3.2Yes.Usermakesuseofpanel]Theresultofthis'use'willbethecreationofanewdocumentbasedonatemplatechosen,oropenofanexistingdocumentuserwillhavechosenfromthelistof'recentdocuments'.Shape[4.Newdocumentbasedonuser'schoice]If,however,theansweris[No],meaningthatuserdoesnottakeanyinterestinthepanelanddoeschosetostarteditingtheblankdocumentinstead(simplystartstotypesomething),thepanelisnolongernecessary.Shape[3.1No.Userstartstyping]3.3.EndPartThefinalpartoftheworkflow. Page5of6



Thispartwouldsimplyclosethepanel,livingtheuserwithwhicheverchoicehe/shechosetomake.Shapes:[5.CloseStartupPanel],and[6.Continueregulardocumentoperations].Thisconcludestheworkflowdescription.4.ClosingTherearemanysmall,andnotsosmallthingsIhavechosentoomitforthepurposeofthisshortessay.Thingslike:somesortofan'Ok'buttonforthestart&uppanel,aclosebuttonforit,etc.Themainideabehindthisessayhowever,wasnotto'invent'anewuserinterfaceforKOffice,butrathertoaddtotheexistingone.Thisconcludesmypresentation.Thankyouforyourtimeandattention.Eugene[it&s]

Page6of6


